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Abstract. Tourism and ecology are two important issues in regional development planning in Bangka 
Belitung. As an archipelago that has a productive tin mining area, environmental damage is an important issue. 
Not only because of the impact of damages due to mining, but the dimensions of tourism which are important 
sectors in this area are also affected. In recent years, local governments in the Bangka Belitung region are 
focusing on working on the issue of tourism by relying on the ecotourism sector as an important alternative 
to post-mining. This study explores how political policies are arranged in regional planning documents. The 
research method used was descriptive qualitative by examining the regional medium-term development 
planning documents in 6 districts, 1 city, and 1 provincial government in Bangka Belitung. This study found 
4 things. First, that none of the regional governments listed the vision of tourism and only 1 region that 
included an ecological vision. Secondly, the study found that there was only one government that made the 
issue of tourism in the development mission and only 3 regions mentioned the ecological mission, the rest 
only mentioned implicitly. Third, each region places tourism and ecological issues as two different programs, 
not considered an issue that must be managed synergistically. Fourth, almost all regional planning documents 
mention tourism and ecology as regional strategic issues, but they are not balanced with a strong vision, 
mission, and work program as a translation. Fifth, only 4 out of 8 regions have made the issue of developing 
ecotourism a regional strategic issue even though it has not been followed by a strong design development in 
development planning. In the end, this study concluded that tourism and ecology had not been placed 
optimally in planning documents politically.  

1.Introduction 
As a tin mining area, the Bangka Belitung Islands are 
faced with the threat of environmental damage. Since 
hundreds of years this area has been mined, 
environmental damage is a fundamental problem [1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6]. Although known as a beautiful area with a long 
coastline, the next problem is whether it is possible to 
package tourism and mining interests in one context at a 
time. At present, along with the decreasing tin reserves 
and declining tin mining activities, the local government 
is designing a post-mining economic alternative, namely 
tourism development. 

The Bangka Belitung Islands, located in the South of 
Sumatra Island and in the form of islands, have seven 
regions divided into 6 districts and 1 city. Local 
governments in each region are designing a tourism 
development design that is expected to bring new sources 
of income post-mining [7]. Although mining is still the 
choice for the second profession after the plantation sector 
[8], mining activities are indeed designed to be abandoned 
[9]. 

In each campaign, every regional head, from governor 
to regent or mayor, always makes the post-mining era and 

preparations for tourism vision as one of the campaign 
materials. Tourism development was used as a campaign 
because it was considered to be one of the needs for new 
income after the tin mine was no longer popular. 

In fact, almost all regions today are indeed developing 
the image of tourism development. This is at least 
reflected in all Regional Medium Term Development Plan 
(RPJMD) documents that are valid for 5 years in 
accordance with the regional leadership leader [10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15 , 16, 17]. On various occasions, politically the 
elected regional heads will make this program a superior 
one. In the end, campaign promises will be part of the 
vision and mission documents that must be included in the 
regional mid-term development plan (RPJMD) prepared 
immediately after the elected regional head. This 
document will be an official document for 5 years and will 
become an official state document. 

The study raises the main question: how do regional 
heads place tourism, ecological and ecotourism issues in 
political policy design on planning documents?  

2.Research Methodology  
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This study uses descriptive qualitative research methods 
to describe how political planning design in ecotourism 
development. The object studied is a regional midterm 
development plan document prepared after the regional 
head is in office and used as a guideline in the 
development for five years of political leadership of a 
regional head. The locus is all districts and cities, namely 
Bangka, Bangka Tengah, Bangka Barat, Bangka Selatan, 
Pangkal Pinang, Belitung, East Belitung, and the 
Provincial Government of Bangka Belitung. Data 
collection techniques are documentation, namely by 
reviewing documents and comparing between planning 
documents of each region. 

3.Finding and Discussion 
Tourism and ecology are two entities that form the context 
of ecotourism. Eco tourism itself is understood as a form 
of tourism that is responsible for the preservation of 
unspoiled areas, provides economic benefits and 
maintains cultural integrity for the community, and is very 
closely related to the principle of conservation [18, 19, 20, 
21, 22]. This study will start from the mapping of vision, 
mission, programs, and ecotourism opportunities in 
regional development planning documents.. 

3.1 Vision Commitments 

Commitment to the vision of ecotourism leadership in 
general is not explicitly stated in almost all planning 
documents contained in the 8 documents reviewed. The 
author finds that ecotourism entities are still placed and 
managed differently between tourism and ecological 
development separately. 

The following is table 8 of the intended vision: 

Table 1. Vision of Regional Development 

Provincial 
government 

Prosperous Babel, Advanced 
Province , Superior in 
Agropolitan and Maritime 
Innovation with Efficient and 
Fast Technology-Based Public 
Governance and Servicesi

Bangka Bangka (SETARA) Prosperous 
and Noble 

South Bangka The realization of South Bangka 
to become an independent, 
advanced, prosperous and 
competitive  

Central Bangka Central Bangka is prosperous, 
based on community economy, 
and sustainable 

South Bangka Realization of Independent, 
Advanced, Prosperous and 
Competitive South Bangka

West Bangka Heading to Great Bangka Barat 
Regency 202 

Pangkal Pinang Realizing Pangkal  Pinang as a 
'SENYUM' City (Prosperous and 
Comfortable Superior) 

Belitung Realizing an equitable, 
competitive and innovative 
economy in Belitung Regency in 
2023

East Belitung Advanced and superior East 
Belitung based on local resources

 
If we look at the Vision statement above, it can be 

concluded that there are two variations of the commitment, 
namely: explicitly mentioning the description of the 
vision and not mentioning it, both tourism and ecological. 
This is illustrated in the following table : 

Table 2. Issue Issues 

Mentioning 
ecological issues 

No Mentioning 

• Central Bangka • Provincial government 
•  South Bangka 
•  Belitung 
•  East Belitung 
•  Pangkal Pinang 
•  South Bangka 
• West Bangka 

The table above shows that none of the regions 
mentioned tourism development as part of the regional 
development vision. Only Central Bangka explicitly 
mentions the ecological dimension in the vision of 
development. 

 

3.2 Mission Commitments 

Commitments to ecotourism development as stated in the 
regional head's mission in the planning documents are 
varied. The author identifies several variations, namely (1) 
mentioning tourism as one of the missions, (2) mentioning 
tourism as an alternative, (3) mentioning it as an 
ecological mission, and (4) not mentioning. 

The following is a table of mission commitments in 
question: 

Table 3. Development Mission 

Tourism 
Mission 

Tourism as 
an 
alternative 
in Mission 

Ecologic
al 
mission 

No 
mission 
mentioned

• Bangka • Provincial 
governme
nt  

• Pangkal 
Pinang 

• West 
Bangka

• West 
Bangka  

• Belitun
g  

• Central
Bangka  

 

• South 
Bangka  

• East 
Belitung 

 

The table above shows that tourism is placed a little as 
a mission, while more mention tourism as an alternative 
option. As for the relatively many ecological missions 
listed, however, many regions also do not mention it at all 
in planning documents, both tourism development and the 
development of ecological missions.  
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3.3Program Commitments  

Commitment to the development of ecology and tourism 
as part of local government work programs is raised in 
relatively diverse variations in planning documents. The 
author identifies at least two forms of commitment, 
namely: ecotourism programs and ecological programs 
which according to the authors relate to efforts to create 
ecotourism development. The variety and number of 
programs described in the following table:  

Table 4. Number of Programs 

Area Tourism 
program 

Ecological 
program 

Provincial 
government 

2 1 

Bangka 6 4
South Bangka 2 4
Central Bangka 3 6
West Bangka 3 7
Pangkal Pinang 1 8
Belitung 5 4
East Belitung 3 6

 
Based on the table above, it can be found that Bangka 

and Belitung districts place the most tourism development 
in their regional government work programs, while the 
most commitment to ecological development is Pangkal 
Pinang and West Bangka. If examined in terms of the 
number of work programs for tourism and ecological 
development, then Bangka and West Bangka are the two 
regions that have the most planned tourism and ecological 
development. While the least in planning is the provincial 
government.  

3.4 Ecotourism and 'Half-Heart' Commitment 

It is interesting to look at all regional planning documents 
in the Bangka Belitung Islands Province. All regions 
include tourism issues as part of strategic issues. Strategic 
issues are issues that are considered to have an impact on 
the region and then are reduced in the form of vision, 
mission, policy direction and work program.  

Bangka Regency puts the issue of tourism as a 
strategic issue and the development of tourism spots as 
one of the targets in the development plan. In addition, 
another goal is to improve the quality of the environment. 
Meanwhile East Belitung makes tourism one of the 
directions of policy, while one of the strategic issues is the 
development of tourism and industry. Low environmental 
carrying capacity is also one of the strategic issues in 
planning this area.  

South Bangka Regency also places a strategic issue on 
tourism and heritage, while ecosystems and conservation 
are also part of the strategic issues of this area. For 
Pangkal Pinang, the contribution of the tourism sector is 
also highlighted as one of the strategic issues besides the 
issue of pollution and waste management. Belitung, 
which has been known to be diligent in making the 
tourism sector an environmental issue, also puts the issue 

of developing the tourism sector as one of the important 
themes in development  

In Central Bangka Regency itself, the weak ability to 
manage the tourism sector, especially natural potential as 
a mainstay, has not been done much. With this condition, 
Central Bangka includes the issue of tourism as one of the 
important issues in addition to environmental damage that 
must be managed. In a different place, West Bangka 
makes the problem of the not yet optimal coastal natural 
tourism sector with all its potential as an important issue, 
besides environmental damage that is considered fatal.  

As for the provincial government itself, the tourism 
sector has not been optimally highlighted as an important 
issue, while the inconsistency of spatial planning and 
environmental degradation has become one of the 
important concerns in this government's strategic issues.  

By looking at the findings above, it can be seen that 
basically tourism issues and ecological issues are two 
things that are considered important and are included as 
one of the strategic issues. Nevertheless, this study has 
found that there are inconsistencies between the issues on 
strategic issues with the vision, mission, and work 
programs that have been developed that have not 
supported each other. That is, strategic issues are not 
followed by programs that are taken seriously. If observed, 
in planning, Bangka Regency is the most serious area to 
place the issue of tourism development as something 
important in its mission, while the tendency in other 
regions is to only make tourism issues a sub-alternative 
even though all regions realize that tourism is an 
important issue.  

Beyond that, ecological missions tend to be an 
important issue by some regions, at least Central Bangka, 
West Bangka and Belitung which make environmental 
issues part of their mission. The South Bangka and East 
Belitung do not make tourism issues or environmental 
issues a part of the mission mentioned explicitly.  

There are only 3 regions that place the issue of eco 
tourism development as something important even though 
it is not mentioned in the regional vision, mission and 
work programs, namely Central Bangka, West Bangka, 
Bangka, and Belitung. Bangka Tengah believes that the 
development of tourism potential based on natural 
potential is not optimal, while Banka Barat thinks that 
their region is still focused on historical tourism and has 
not worked on the potential of coastal tourism areas. 
Bangka itself highlights the importance of building new 
tourism spots, while Belitung places the development of 
national strategic tourism areas in their area as important. 
However, from all the anxiety regarding the development 
of ecotourism-based tourism spots, it has not been 
reflected in the vision, mission, and work program that 
will be carried out during the five years of regional 
government running. These indicated that the tourism and 
environmental sectors were only considered important as 
the strategic issues; however, they have not been 
adequately described in a working program. 

4 Conclusion  
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This study examines the commitment of local 
governments in the Bangka Belitung Islands Province 
with regard to tourism development, ecology, and finally 
on tourism development. This study found several things. 
First, that none of the regional governments listed the 
vision of tourism and only 1 region which included an 
ecological vision, namely Central Bangka Regency. 
Second, the study found that there was only one 
government that made the issue of tourism in the 
development mission and only 3 regions mentioned the 
ecological mission, the rest only mentioned implicitly. 
Only Bangka Regency made the issue of tourism an 
explicit mission and Bangka Barat, Belitung, and Central 
Bangka which made the environment an explicit mission. 
Third, each region placed tourism and ecological issues as 
two different programs. It was not considered as an issue 
that must be synergistically managed. Fourth, almost all 
regional planning documents mention tourism and 
ecology as regional strategic issues, but they are not 
balanced with a strong vision, mission, and work program 
as a translation. Bangka and Belitung make the tourism 
issue the most as a work program, while Pangkal Pinang 
and Bangka Barat make the most ecological issues as 
work programs. In general, Bangka is the region that has 
given the most attention to the portion of development for 
the two issues in question. Fifth, only 4 out of 8 regions 
have made the issue of developing ecotourism a regional 
strategic issue even though it has not been followed by a 
strong design development in development planning. In 
the end, this study concluded that tourism and ecology had 
not been placed optimally in planning documents 
politically. 
 
Thanks to  Directorate of Higher Education of Ministry of 
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