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Preface 

Huas are the ivig species which is udergig the fastest expasi i the whe histry f the 
bisphere  the paet Earth We are everywhere ad uceasigy aipuatig ad trasfrig the 
eviret arud us The effect f this ctiuus expasi ad wrigs beig s quic ad happeig 
at a acceerated rate has a uprecedeted ipact  the surrudig ctext with which the bisphere has 
iteracted ad shaped its evuti ver hudreds f iis f years The whe syste as fte happes 
with cpex systes has what is techicay caed a chatic behaviur which eas that here ad there 
critica cditis ay be reached where eve very itte chages i se paraeters ay rigiate draatic 
chages i the evuti Apparety this is the situati we are w apprachig 

But the abve ay be see as a arbitrary ad uwarrated eap t ccusis s it is better t step bac 
ad have a  t urseves Basicay we start fr a attitude twards surrudigs we have i c 
with a ther species sice a ieria tie we are used t picig up what we fid arud us ad 
require fr ur vita eeds This predatry attitude typica f hutersgatherers is ad has bee g 
ctrasted ad cpesated fr by atura feedbac echaiss aitaiig a srt f dyaica equiibriu 
ad ccasiay eadig t the exticti f se species w the expected feedbacs cud be strg 
eugh t ead t a critica situati ie the es etied abve ad start a catastrphic evuti Agai 
the wrd catastrphe is eat as a techica ter a extreey rapid ad sefpwered prcess 

Hwever whe ig at urseves i a irrr what catches the eye st besides ur acestra huter
gatherer d is the fact that we are sty ccetrated  the reatiships arud us i ur w 
wrdwide scieties The atter reatiships are geeray shaped  cpetiti t reach ctr ad pwer 
ver ur few huas The status f cpetiti has bee prted fr a atter f fact t a rea dctrie 
i the ast cupe f ceturies The esuig pereia fight (seties expicity viet seties t) is fed 
by the uiterrupted aipuati f what we ca atura resurces A essetia t we use t bst a 
this is apparety abset i the rest f the bisphere it is what we ca reas Such a istruet r 
prperty f ur id has prvided us with the capacity t uderstad what happes arud us ie t idetify 
g causeeffect sequeces ad t  frward i tie bth buidig reasabe expectatis f what it is 
iey t happe i the future give certai preises ad t pa ur actis f tday i view f gas we wish 
t attai beyd the shrt ter 

Ufrtuatey the scia ad ecic cpetitr grw ut f the hutergatherer f his rigis whie 
devepig reas has t st either his iitia dispsiti t care abut the shrt ter y r his ipuse t 
diate thers ad (thugh deceptivey) ature I this way reas has bee aiy used t verce d 
ctr echaiss ad cstraits startig the extrardiary expasi I etied i the first ie f this 
prgue Hwever the sae reas i the der fr f sciece has as eared t expre the g ter 
ad t reiaby predict ay csequeces f ur preset day behaviur the ccusi has bee that ur 
gba way f ife is usustaiabe ie it is eadig t critica cditis iey t trigger a catastrphic 
evuti f the bisphere icudig us Actuay the itera ctradictis f hua behaviurs have bee 
pited ut with differet wrdig sice the daw f the histry f thught (we ay ca it phisphy) 
thusads f years ag but with itte if ay ipact  everyday ife 

Tday scietific evidece is prvidig strger ad strger arguets fr the eed f a prfud chage 
f the very echaiss that have bee the base f the recet evuti f ur sciecic syste 
Hwever ctradictis are vivacius ad persistet eve viet Awareess f the existece f a gba 
sustaiabiity prbe has grw ad is w widespread We see it prted by ass edia bth  paper 
ad  the air it circuates i ur scia edia But the sae edia i r  differet ets r pages ad 
at the sae tie ctiue t prcai the wderfu prspects f the ecic busiessasusua picy ad 
thugh the traditia echaiss f the wrd ecy appear t be i trube push t reactivate the at 
ay cst We the huas sti ccetrate  urseves argiay carig abut the eviret ad 
strugge t cquer a better psiti with respect t thers Here t sciece tes us that eve the itera 
resut is ubearabe scia differeces iexraby grw But thse (the irity) wh have the ai 
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advatages ad have a direct ifuece  the edia ad pii eaders d t accept the idea that the 
achie esurig their privieged cditi shud be questied because f usustaiabiity ad iustice 
the resut is this icgruet ixture f sesatiais ad deia frustrati ad irratia faith i 
techgy istae fr agic 

The sceari I have depicted s far apparety pushes twards fatais but if we are wrryig abut se 
disease it is iprtat first f a t iquire abut the causes f the iess i rder t defie a cure ad 
reedy Reas ces i agai ad ivestigatig abut the aady is the prper tas f sciece 

That is the reas why a uber f us wrig  differet discipies have gathered i veber 2018 
i Turi bth at the Pitecic ad at the Uiversity t discuss the state f the wrd ad the gba chage 
uder way ad as t ffer hits fr reedies t be assued with extree urgecy 

Sciece per se is either pessiistic r ptiistic it sipy depicts the situati as it is aybe the hpe 
that ratia arguets ca i the ed prevai  ur predatry istict is  the ptiistic side Fr bad ad 
fr gd everythig is up t us 

I these prceedigs the iterested reader fids part f the papers that have bee preseted at the Sciece 
ad Future 2 cferece ad whie wishig a gd readig I hpe they wi hep everybdy t ae up 
herhis id ad tae respsibiity fr the c future 
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