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Abstract. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have become
international programs and are adopted by almost all countries in the world.
All institutions at various levels and sectors in each country have developed
programs to support and accelerate the achievement of the 17 goals of the
SDGs, including higher education institutions. However, there are still many
universities that are not fully aware of and understand this matter, even
though they may carry out programs that are actually related to one or more
of the goals of the SDGs. This can be seen from the limited number of
universities that have SDGs Center or sustainability office. To focus more
on developing programs in higher education and further increasing efforts in
order to achieve these goals, educational programs for higher education
institutions are needed. This effort can be made by the central government
through the relevant ministries, as well as related offices at the provisional
government level. In addition, there are several higher education ranking
programs that have indirectly educated these higher education institutions
about SDGs.

1 Introduction

The Sustainable Development Goals that were initiated by the UN in early 2016 with a target
at the end of 2030, have now become an international program, which has been approved by
almost all countries in the world (sgds.un.org). This shows how important the SDGs are to
our lives, so that governments from various countries are willing to support various programs
to achieve the SDG goals. The SDGs are basically a continuation of the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) program which has eight targets and ends in 2015

[1].
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To achieve the target of the SDGs by the end of 2030, all government and even private
institutions are asked to play a role through the development of programs and activities,
especially referring to 169 programs in the 17 goals of the SDGs. In Indonesia, the institution
that plays an important role in doing this is Bappenas (National Development Planning
Board), which is supported by other ministries [2].

One of the institutions that can play an important role in accelerating the achievement of the
SDGs target is higher education institutions. An understanding of the principles of the SDGs
needs to be given not only to the institution, but also to lecturers and students [3]. This is
important to do because higher education institutions that understand this problem will come
up with policies that support the achievement of these targets. For example, in the campus
development process, curriculum development, and other policies can be made in line with
the SDGs achievement program [4, 5].

In addition, higher education institutions will produce graduates who in the future have a
very important role in various sectors and at various levels. These graduates will later become
decision makers in their institutions, so they must understand the SDGs principles which are
expected to be reflected in the policies they take [6]. This article describes the awareness of
universities in Indonesia regarding SDGs and how to educate them to increase awareness and
be able to apply it in their higher education policies.

2 Indonesian Higher Education Institutions

There are many universities in Indonesia, because this country is an archipelago with
thousands of separate islands with a very large territory, with a population of approximately
260 million, with 34 provinces and 514 regencies / cities. The latest data shows that Indonesia
has more than 4000 higher education institutions, both public and private, with approximately
7 million students.

The forms of higher education institutions also vary, namely universities, institutes and
colleges, all of which will graduate to the bachelor, master and doctoral degrees. Besides that,
there are also academies or polytechnics which are vocational schools that focus more on
applied science and produce diplomas. This condition also creates a disparity concerning the
quality of these higher education institutions. The central government through the Ministry
of Research, Technology and Higher Education (2015-2019), which changed its name to the
Ministry of Education and Culture (2019-present), has classified all universities into five
clusters. This clustering was carried out primarily to provide more precise policies for each
cluster

The policy of local governments, especially at the district / city level, is to have at least one
higher education institution, intending to increase the education level of the population.
Besides that, the central government also has a policy to make several private universities to
become state universities. With such a large population, it is understandable that a lot of
private parties have established higher education institutions, because of the huge demand.
Each year there are more than 3.5 million high school graduates, most of whom wish to
continue to higher education.

3 SDGs at Higher Education Institutions
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The implementation of various programs and activities to achieve the SDGs targets has been
carried out in many universities both abroad and in several universities in Indonesia,
including Diponegoro University. There are many challenges and opportunities faced in
implementing SDGs in higher education institutions [7]. The establishment of SDG Center,
sustainability office or similar unit is an initial reflection of the understanding and exclusion
of higher education institutions for the SDGs program.

Given that there are 17 goals in the SDGs, where almost all aspects of life are included, it is
not too difficult for universities to develop programs and activities related to these goals. For
example, the development of a good curriculum with a teaching and learning process and
equipped with adequate facilities illustrates an effort to achieve quality education [8].

One that has been developed in many universities in the SDGs achievement program is the
17th goal, namely the Partnership of the Goals. It is very important to strengthen cooperation,
especially with the government and the general public because it is the basis for achieving
all goals. Through this collaboration, dialogue will be established, especially in developing
various programs to achieve all the goals of the SDGs [9].

Higher education also implements SDGs in the teaching and learning process which will
influence the spirit of Social Entrepreneurship in students. Thus, it is hoped that students who
are aware and understand the SDGs will have a better social spirit, especially later after living
in society [10]. Related to this, the process of character education for students has an
important role [11].

Several problems are also faced in the implementation of the SDGS program at universities.
The implementation of the SDGs program at the University of South Africa is particularly
related to the fourth goal i.e. Quality Education in teaching, research, community engagement
and campus operations management. The problems faced are the limitations of research
funding, especially related to distance learning, and also the difficulty in involving students
[3]. Reducing energy use at universities also faces obstacles, especially with the development
of the teaching and learning process including research activities that require various types
of equipment and facilities that continue to develop in laboratories. Especially with the many
universities that have a vision to become a research university [12]. This requires additional
energy. Compromise is needed related to the increasing energy needs with the resulting
environmental impacts [13]. One thing that can be done is by utilizing renewable energy,
such as solar cells and so on.

4 SDGs at Higher Education Institutions

In general, all tertiary institutions in Indonesia have run various programs related to SDGs,
although most do not realize that this is part of a program that supports SDGs. At least the
tertiary institution strives to carry out teaching and learning activities as best as possible with
good curriculum [14], facilities that are attempted to be complete, in order to get good
graduates. This is in accordance with the fourth objective, namely the Quality of Education.

In addition, programs related to poverty alleviation, gender equality, efforts to improve
health, or preserving the campus environment and so on have usually been carried out. Higher
education institutions that have a Medical Faculty and a Public Health Faculty have certainly
carried out matters related to improving the quality of health. If they don't have related
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faculties, at least they have tried to keep the campus environment clean and healthy. This is
in accordance with the third objective, namely Good Health and Wellbeing.

The new student admission program, for example, is not based on gender, but based on the
results of college entrance examinations, this is in line with the fifth goal, namely Gender
Equality. In general, colleges with complete management have a university asset
management unit which is usually responsible for the environmental conditions of the
campus including in the process of building construction, providing parks, including waste
management [15, 16].

However, until now, there are only a limited number of universities in Indonesia that have
SDG centers or sustainability offices or similar units, or SDGs report [17]. Several
universities openly announce in the media about the existence of an SDG center, but some
universities are not openly conveyed, especially in the media. There is a possibility that
universities are not yet fully aware of and understand the SDGs, even though they have
unwittingly carried out supporting programs as described above.

One of the efforts to educate higher education institutions has been carried out by the central
government through Bappenas, which has conducted several SDGs socialization activities by
inviting universities and local governments. In this kind of event, there are usually several
universities that have SDG centers and local governments that have special SDGs programs
to share experiences. Through this kind of lesson-learned program, many other universities
have developed SDGs Center or sustainability office. Until now, there have been many
universities in Indonesia that have such units with various forms. The central government's
efforts should continue, not only through Bappenas but also through the Ministry of
Education and Culture, as well as other relevant ministries. Efforts are needed to encourage
all universities to develop units such as the SDG Center, or Sustainability offices or similar
units. Because with this kind of center, programs related to the achievement of the SDGs can
be more focused.

There are two higher education ranking programs related to the SDGs. The first is the Time
Higher Education (THE) University Impact Ranking which focuses on SDGs activities. The
THE ranking looks at university activities and programs related to efforts to achieve the 17
goals of the SDGs. What programs, efforts and activities have been carried out from each
university and how big the impact is. Each university that participates in the ranking is
confirmed to have an SDG Center or similar unit. Diponegoro University (Undip) already
has an SDG Center, namely Unity (Undip Initiatives for Sustainability, [18] which is
responsible for matters related to the SDGs. In 2019, Diponegoro University took second
place in Indonesia in THE University Impact Ranking. We believe that the Diponegoro
University campus should be an environmentally friendly campus, where students study
comfortably, safely with a clean and healthy campus [19].

The second ranking related to SDGs is the UI Greenmetric World University Ranking which
began in 2010. Currently, 780 universities have participated in the ranking worldwide from
85 countries. This ranking specifically looks at 6 aspects of management in each tertiary
institution, namely, setting and infrastructure, energy and climate change, waste, water,
transportation; and education and research. With various indicators that are very close to the
17 SDGs goals, universities that follow this ranking are certain to have implemented at least
part of the programs that support the achievement of the SDGs [20, 21].
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