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Abstract.  The article considers the socio-economic model of sustainable 
development. The study analyzes the conceptual and theoretical foundations 
of the political, social, economic, spiritual, environmental, scientific, 
technical and information stability of the state and development of the socio-
economic system. The definition of the concept of the "sustainable state and 
development" was given, the structural model of the stability of the socio-
economic system was developed. The characteristics of the varieties of the 
sustainable state and development were defined. The prerequisites for 
further development of the theoretical foundations of the sustainable 
development of the socio-economic system were determined. 

1 Introduction 
The concepts of the sustainable state and development of the socio-economic system have 
been actively discussed in society since the end of the twentieth century and up to the present 
time, but their practical implementation is still a rather complex issue. This is due to the 
problems of sustainability of the social environment, in which the so-called "Gordian nodes" 
are: the concept of a stable state; its main properties, patterns and features; interactions 
between social systems at the regional and global levels; the evolution of the social system, 
etc. 

Humanity develops in a society that has an impact on each individual at the same time. 
However, the person himself impacts the society, influencing its quantitative and qualitative 
changes. The stability of the socio-economic system can guarantee the effective development 
of both the society and humanity itself. Accordingly, the imbalance in relationships in society 
could cause the negative consequences, for example, an increase in the number of conflicts 
and the violation of the stability of the social environment. It is important to note that social 
life is always aimed at neutralizing various kinds of disturbances, both external and internal 
ones, and it also strives for the consensus within the society. All these issues are relevant in 
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the problematic field of geopolitics and they determine the interest shown by the authors to 
the issues of stability of society. 

2 Materials and methods 
Taking into account the theoretical aspect and the socially significant nature of the issues 
raised in the article, we used methods of the theoretical level: abstraction, hypothetical 
(hypothetical-deductive) method, formalized, axiomatic, as well as the logical methods such 
as analysis, synthesis, analogy, etc. The knowledge of the essence of the issues raised, the 
connections between them, as well as the correctness of the results were defined with their 
help.  

The system method contributed to the study of sustainability aspects of the development 
of societies as the independent socio-economic components, the relationship and interactions 
between them, processes, frameworks, and other characteristics, through which the particular 
understanding of the modern society, its sustainability and future trends were studied. 

In the scientific disciplines of the natural profile, the definition of the term of stability is 
given by many researchers, but the most exact, in our opinion, is the interpretation of A. 
Poincare [1].  In his opinion, the desire of a system taken out of equilibrium to return to this 
state, getting closer and closer to it – this is stability. In sociology [2], the stability of a system 
is understood as its ability to return to its original state after the termination of the influence 
that brought it out of this state. Therefore, the stability of the system reflects the immutability 
and its adaptation through changes. This characterizes the stable state of the system as a 
complex object of research, reflecting the internal structure of social relations and 
phenomena, its development and changes under the influence of external factors recorded in 
time and space. 

3 Results 
In our work, the structure of the stable state of the system is considered in the form of a 
formal model with its most significant elements. The varieties of the structure of this model 
selected on the basis of the system approach are shown in Figure 1. The integrity of the model 
is determined by the interdependence, interrelation and interaction of its elements. This 
model does not take into account the impact of the various factors on this system, due to the 
specifics of a certain stage of development of a particular society.  

It is important to note that political stability is realized taking into account the diversity 
of the shades of the political situation of the current level of the development of the states in 
a multipolar world [3]. Today, the philosopher A. G. Dugin has developed the concept of the 
"dialogue of civilizations" for a multipolar world [4]. In this context, the pluralism of the 
international community becomes a new vector of development towards an inter-
civilizational balance of power.  

 

Fig. 1. Structure of the steady state model of the system. 
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A number of authors [5] believe that under today's conditions, it is necessary to make the 
mechanism for maintaining the stability of a multipolar world.   It should be noted that over 
the past thirty years, the political reality and the world politics have changed significantly not 
in the direction of building the stability of the international system. The new challenges of 
today, being the disturbing factors of the political environment, have led to the development 
of instability and the increased confrontation in the world. 

It is important that the social environment always tends to balance, which is manifested 
in the stopping the disturbances and the desire to adapt to new conditions. The pursuit of 
harmony, order, consensus, solidarity, etc. are the important directions of its development. 
The stability of such a system is based on the desire of the society for harmony, solidarity, 
stability and it is ensured by the spread of traditional values, the dominance of positive 
feedback, under the influence of which the internal exchange is carried out. In this case, 
according to P. Sorokin [6], a constant tendency to its stabilization prevails in the system.  

The social system combines all the manifestations of linear and nonlinear relationships. 
The social environment always tries to come to such a balance in order to neutralize all kinds 
of disturbances and adapt to new conditions. Thus, the social aspect of the sustainability of 
the system and its development is associated with the preservation of social stability through 
adaptation, self-regulation, order and reduce conflict, using all available stabilizing 
mechanisms, i.e., the processes of self-organization of the society are put into action. 
However, if we consider the situation from the other side, the conflict under the changed 
internal and external conditions can become a factor of integration and development of the 
system, as well as, an instrument of transformation and preservation of the social structure at 
the same time. 

A steady state economy can be characterized as an economy with relatively stable main 
internal elements: population size and rationally used limited natural resources. In this 
interpretation, the economic aspect of the system's sustainability should be based primarily 
on its own resources, which is a self-supporting and strategic factor that reflects the key 
condition for any long-term development.  

The economic sustainability of the system is related to the long-term balance between the 
exploitation of natural resources and the development of human society.  From the standpoint 
of the evolutionary way of economic development, we can distinguish the life cycle of 
changes in the system, which depends on the environment of existence and which 
characterizes the constant change of processes in it [7].  

The essence of such a cycle is as follows: the achievement of a stable state occurs after a 
period of growth or when a period of anti-growth (reduction) occurs. It turns out that during 
the transition from the stable state to an unstable one, a new situation arises in the economy. 

Therefore, the stability of the economic system in a particular period is a state when its 
main characteristics (for example, financial, production, organizational ones, etc.) are within 
certain limits of stability, and under any changes in the external environment they are capable 
of development. In the " Concept of Sustainable Development "[8], adopted in 1987 in Rio 
de Janeiro, the sustainable development is understood as such development that contributes 
not only to improving the quality of life of people of the present and the future generations, 
but also to preserving a life-friendly environment. This concept focuses on two main 
interrelated concepts of needs and constraints. Constraints refers to the ability of the 
environment to meet the needs of humanity, both at present and in future. Thus, to analyze 
the stability and equilibrium of the system in the economy, the third parameter was used – 
environmental one. 

By now, when the anthropogenic impact on the environment is comparable to geological 
and geochemical processes, the issue of human survival is very acute. The increased level of 
consumption leads to the depletion of natural resources, environmental degradation and 
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exacerbation of numerous environmental problems directly related to socio-economic 
development.  

In our opinion, the spiritual component is designed to provide internal stability. Culture, 
being the bearer of the norms and the values, stabilizes and preserves society, acts as the main 
source of humanization of human history and ensures the unity of the value base in the socio-
economic system. For the preservation of culture, the dialogue of two cultures is important, 
when the new culture ("receiving") becomes the successor of the old one ("transmitting"). 
According to Yu. M. Lotman [8], one culture transmits texts, and the other culture accepts 
and assimilates them, masters the "Varangian" language and recreates new texts according 
to similar rules. Thus, new cultural codes and traditions are gradually transmitted to the 
"receiving" party, which are dispersed and transformed in it. As a result, this culture gradually 
gets used to them, they become its own. This is a natural process of convergence and mutual 
influence of different cultures, and it has its own life cycle of development. 

Another parameter of the spiritual aspect of the stable state of the system is the moral and 
ethical aspect, since it is through it that the stability of society is realized [9]. Spiritual life is 
a very subtle sphere of life of society and the state. As A. Toynbee [10] pointed out, spiritual 
culture is the foundation of civilization. Violation of the "culture-civilization" balance 
becomes the cause of crises (social, political, environmental, etc.), where the moral basis acts 
as a unifying principle.  

The XX century was the century of technological realization of the numerous scientific 
discoveries of the previous generations, which ensured the high growth of the economy and 
the society. At the sustainable state and the development of the system, the scientific and 
technological progress is a natural stage of social and scientific development within the 
framework of the modernization of the human community [11], which has affected the 
various aspects of the modern society [12]. 

In our time, science and technology are the main factors of the development of society 
and, at the same time, they are the most important components of the development of 
productive forces. The scientific and technological progress, which influenced the efficiency 
of the economy, contributed to the growth of production, increased the level of well-being, 
and ensured the stability of society itself turned to be the main result of such processes.  

At the same time, it is important to mention the main current trends, which are due to 
scientific and technological progress: 

- development of the public institutions through the development of science, the greater 
use of technology in all the spheres of human activity, the innovation of production, 
management and education, etc.; 

- the information technology and computerization;  
- intensification of scientific research, integration and interchange of sciences; 
- high degree of integration of science and technology, creation of world mass 

communication media, development of artificial intelligence; 
- the increasing importance of the Internet for solving topical issues and influencing the 

nature of public relations [13, 14].  
It is important that the socio-economic system, which is a set of logically interconnected 

various elements, the types and content of which are determined by the specifics of such a 
system, nevertheless, has a number of common properties, patterns and features.  

As a result of the evolution of the development of society and its individual components, 
there is a complication of its structure, which is characterized by differentiation and 
integration.  

At the same time, the development of the socio-economic system needs stability, 
variability and adaptation of the environment to disturbances.  The considered model does 
not take into account the existing complexity of the world, in which the national 
fragmentation due to the original geographical situation, the destruction of the traditional 

4

E3S Web of Conferences 244, 10053 (2021)	 https://doi.org/10.1051/e3sconf/202124410053
EMMFT-2020



exacerbation of numerous environmental problems directly related to socio-economic 
development.  

In our opinion, the spiritual component is designed to provide internal stability. Culture, 
being the bearer of the norms and the values, stabilizes and preserves society, acts as the main 
source of humanization of human history and ensures the unity of the value base in the socio-
economic system. For the preservation of culture, the dialogue of two cultures is important, 
when the new culture ("receiving") becomes the successor of the old one ("transmitting"). 
According to Yu. M. Lotman [8], one culture transmits texts, and the other culture accepts 
and assimilates them, masters the "Varangian" language and recreates new texts according 
to similar rules. Thus, new cultural codes and traditions are gradually transmitted to the 
"receiving" party, which are dispersed and transformed in it. As a result, this culture gradually 
gets used to them, they become its own. This is a natural process of convergence and mutual 
influence of different cultures, and it has its own life cycle of development. 

Another parameter of the spiritual aspect of the stable state of the system is the moral and 
ethical aspect, since it is through it that the stability of society is realized [9]. Spiritual life is 
a very subtle sphere of life of society and the state. As A. Toynbee [10] pointed out, spiritual 
culture is the foundation of civilization. Violation of the "culture-civilization" balance 
becomes the cause of crises (social, political, environmental, etc.), where the moral basis acts 
as a unifying principle.  

The XX century was the century of technological realization of the numerous scientific 
discoveries of the previous generations, which ensured the high growth of the economy and 
the society. At the sustainable state and the development of the system, the scientific and 
technological progress is a natural stage of social and scientific development within the 
framework of the modernization of the human community [11], which has affected the 
various aspects of the modern society [12]. 

In our time, science and technology are the main factors of the development of society 
and, at the same time, they are the most important components of the development of 
productive forces. The scientific and technological progress, which influenced the efficiency 
of the economy, contributed to the growth of production, increased the level of well-being, 
and ensured the stability of society itself turned to be the main result of such processes.  

At the same time, it is important to mention the main current trends, which are due to 
scientific and technological progress: 

- development of the public institutions through the development of science, the greater 
use of technology in all the spheres of human activity, the innovation of production, 
management and education, etc.; 

- the information technology and computerization;  
- intensification of scientific research, integration and interchange of sciences; 
- high degree of integration of science and technology, creation of world mass 

communication media, development of artificial intelligence; 
- the increasing importance of the Internet for solving topical issues and influencing the 

nature of public relations [13, 14].  
It is important that the socio-economic system, which is a set of logically interconnected 

various elements, the types and content of which are determined by the specifics of such a 
system, nevertheless, has a number of common properties, patterns and features.  

As a result of the evolution of the development of society and its individual components, 
there is a complication of its structure, which is characterized by differentiation and 
integration.  

At the same time, the development of the socio-economic system needs stability, 
variability and adaptation of the environment to disturbances.  The considered model does 
not take into account the existing complexity of the world, in which the national 
fragmentation due to the original geographical situation, the destruction of the traditional 

forms of social contacts, moves towards the formation of the world community in the form 
of a global network structure. 

4 Discussion 
If the above-described aspects of the sustainable state and development of the socio-
economic system can be considered at the level of society, then, in our opinion, the spiritual 
aspect should be analyzed through the internal structure of a person that determines his 
behavior and activities.  

In the center of the socio-economic system there is a man, and therefore his spiritual 
principles determined by the human nature, should be taken into account, factored in all these 
changes and transformations, not to be lost, but rather to grow and be developed based on the 
sustainability of socio-economic development of modern societies (figure 2). In this context, 
a person has an arbitrary activity and has his own goals, which may differ significantly from 
the interests of society. In particular, he determines independently his relations with the 
nature and social environment.   

 
Fig. 2. Three parts-the basis of socio-economic interaction between the society and the individual. 

Interacting, they form a three parts-basis of socio-economic interaction, which is focused 
on the person, but for this, initially, the person himself must ensure the proper quality of these 
foundations, which is a cyclical interaction (Figure 2). The defining principle in this 
interaction is precisely the person – human resources need the sustainable development of 
the society, but it is the people themselves who must ensure its stability and stability.  

The authors proceed from the understanding that the development of any human 
community takes place in the noosphere, where the interaction of its three parts takes place:  

- a society based on human and social resources; 
- the ecosphere, which is the ecological shell of our planet, including natural resources 

(eternal, renewable and non-renewable); 
- the technosphere, which is at the same time the source of human existence and forms its 

socio-cultural worldview. 
Currently, due to the destructiveness of spiritual foundations, there is a contradiction in 

the interaction of society and nature: by the turn of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, 
a socio-natural contradiction has clearly manifested itself, which refers to the main 
contradiction in the interaction of modern civilization with nature [15].  

There is a conflict between the increased needs of the world community and the inability 
of the biosphere to meet them. And as a result, the most acute problems arise in an avalanche, 
such as: climate change, water scarcity and pollution, the disappearance of animal 
populations, the exhaustion of non-renewable resources, as well as many other negative 
consequences [16-18] that undermine the ability of the system to achieve "sustainable 
development" [19, 20]. 
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And only through the awareness of humanity (real awareness, in fact, and not in words) 
of this whole situation it will be able to stop this destructive process, which will eventually 
affect people themselves, leading to the fact that it will no longer be about the sustainability 
of the socio-economic development of the society and the state, but about the need for simple 
survival [20, 21]. And here the authors would like to draw attention to the spiritual basis, 
which is shown in Figure 2.  

We believe that the harmonious development of this particular foundation will ensure the 
stability and development of social foundations, as well as the rational use of the foundations 
of economic-natural resources, technological developments and achievements, etc.  

5 Conclusion 
The article considers a formal model of the sustainable state and development of the socio-
economic system. The study used a systematic approach. The definition of the concept of 
"sustainable state and development" is given. The characteristic of the essence and content 
of the sustainable state and development is presented. The structure of stability of the socio-
economic system is developed. The conceptual and theoretical foundations of political, 
social, economic, spiritual, environmental, scientific, technical and information stability of 
the state and development of the socio-economic system were analyzed.  

The prerequisites for further development of the theoretical foundations of sustainable 
development of the socio-economic system are determined.  

Having analyzed the concepts, essence and properties of elements (varieties) of socio-
economic systems in relation to modern society, the authors focus on the following: 

- modern society is a certain system of people and interactions between them, consisting 
of various socially significant elements that strive for sustainability while being ready for 
changes that bring these relationships to a new, higher level; 

- modern societies and states are not always equivalent concepts, taking into account the 
processes of globalization that affect societies in the desire of states to preserve their political, 
geographical, economic, etc. independence and independence; 

- there are trends towards the formation of macro-societies, as the current stage of human 
evolution is an increasingly complex social model, which is actively promoted by modern 
technologies and global network structures. 

However, such a model still remains a socio-economic system and it strives for 
sustainability, which is provided by the social, economic, spiritual, political and other 
elements of the social system, which, again, is influenced by the person himself. The paper 
notes the importance of conscious interrelation of such subsystems of sustainable 
development as socio-economic and socio-political, which is also based on spiritual and 
humanistic principles.  

The authors give special attention to the spiritual dimension through cultural and moral 
values and characteristics, based on the understanding of human nature as their owner and as 
a subject of socio-economic system.  
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