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Abstract. From the search for funding for this conference, through the various preparations,
scientific contributions and evaluations, to the organization and preparation of these conference
proceedings, an international scientific committee with a diverse profile has been mobilized. For our
first edition, we are publishing almost 29 articles selected by this international scientific committee
among 74 submitted paper, from over 12 countries. This document constitutes a complete state-of-
the-art review of the issue of African cities, approached as digital and smart cities, in relation to
territorial, social and technological issues, as well as governance and financing. It presents the best
innovative technological and management solutions related to the digital and smart city as an
alternative to the urban challenges of African cities.

On May 23 and 24, 2023, the first edition of the African Cities Lab 2023 Summit took place under the
theme of "digital and smart African cities". The event was in hybrid mode (face-to-face and immersive
real-time broadcasting via three online channels) in parallel on 3 sites, including Sémé city in Cotonou,
Benin; the UMG6P CUS in Benguerir, Morocco, and KNUST in Kumasi, Ghana.

As part of the African Cities Lab 2023 Summit, the first International Conference of African Cities (ACC)
was organized, with scientific activities taking place at the sites of Benguérir in Morocco for face-to-
face scientific activities, and Kumasi in Ghana for online scientific activities. The conference consisted
of a variety of activities including keynote sessions, panel discussions, parallel presentation sessions,
workshops and demonstrations. The ultimate goal of this conference was to increase the scope and
influence of research, entrepreneurial innovation and solution-creation activities on the African
continent related to digital and smart cities issues. The 2023 edition focuses on different models of
African digital and smart cities as potential solutions to urban challenges in Africa.

The conference covered all topics related to digital and smart cities in Africa, including but not limited
to the digital transition of cities and urban planning, African smart cities, Smart geo-information
systems (Smart GIS), smart governance, challenges of digital cities in Africa, urban sustainability,
planning/management issues of emerging cities in Africa, urban socio-economic challenges (education,
health, employment, youth, economy, food security, etc.), urban environments, information and
communication technologies applied to the urban issues.
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