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Abstract : The article focuses on the potential of carpooling in West Africa, highlighting several key findings. 
The study analyzes the specific challenges faced by users and carpooling platforms in the region, including the 
popularity of carpooling, trust and security issues, and the difficulty of finding reliable carpooling partners. By 
examining different forms of carpooling present in the region, the article highlights formal and informal 
carpooling models, taking into account differences between urban and rural areas. The analysis provides 
solutions to overcome the trust, security, and unknown factors specific to West Africa. Through a literature 
review and a survey conducted with 300 individuals in Cotonou and Abomey-Calavi, Benin, the article 
examines existing forms of carpooling, the challenges faced, and the issue of the unknown in the region. The 
study considers socio-economic, cultural, and environmental factors that influence mobility in West Africa, 
providing insights for the future development of carpooling in the region. The results emphasize that carpooling 
offers an interesting alternative solution for road users in a region where traffic congestion is a major problem 
and motorization rates are relatively low. The article contributes to a better understanding of the challenges of 
carpooling in West Africa and proposes development prospects for this practice that is still not widespread in 
the region. 

1 Introduction  
West Africa is a dynamic region in constant evolution, 
where mobility is a major issue. According to a study 
conducted by the African Development Bank in 2017, the 
motorization rate in sub-Saharan Africa is just 42 vehicles 
per 1,000 inhabitants, compared with a global average of 
180 vehicles per 1,000 inhabitants. Despite this, road 
congestion remains a major problem in the region's major 
cities, with negative effects on the environment and the 
economy. 
 
Against this backdrop, car-sharing appears to be an 
attractive option for road users. Carpooling is the practice 
of sharing transportation costs between several individuals, 
who travel together in the same vehicle. This alternative 
transport solution is very popular in developed countries, 
particularly in Europe and North America, where platforms 
such as BlaBlaCar, Mobicoop or UberPool have emerged 
in recent years. However, the practice remains relatively 
new and underdeveloped in West Africa. Despite the 
importance of mobility in this region, where many journeys 
are made for professional or personal reasons, car-sharing 
remains a relatively unknown phenomenon. 
 
In this article, we look at the forms of carpooling in West 
Africa, the difficulties encountered by users and providers 
of carpooling services, and the problem of the unknown. 
We formulate three hypotheses to guide our analysis: 
carpooling in West Africa is mainly informal, the 
difficulties encountered are linked to issues of trust and 
security, and the difficulty of finding reliable carpooling 
partners is a major challenge.  
 
We'll start with an analysis of the different forms of car-
sharing that exist in the region, looking at formal and 
popular car-sharing models, as well as the differences 

between cities and rural areas. Next, we'll look at the 
difficulties encountered by users and providers of ride-
sharing services, such as trust and security issues, and 
possible solutions to overcome them. Finally, we will 
address the issue of the unknown in the specific context of 
West Africa, exploring the reasons why it is difficult to find 
reliable ride-sharing partners in the region.  
 
This work is carried out taking into account the socio-
economic, cultural and environmental factors that 
influence mobility in West Africa. Through this analysis, 
we aim to gain a better understanding of the challenges 
facing car-sharing in the region, and to propose some ideas 
for its future development. 

2 Carpooling forms in West Africa 
Starting from the relatively limited scientific literature on 
carpooling in Africa, there are several works in geography 
that have addressed the typology of carpooling practices. 
For example, Martin Lee-Gosselin et al (2018) proposed a 
carpooling typology based on an analysis of carpooling 
data in France. They identified four types of carpoolers: the 
"occasional", the "workers", the "students" and the 
"recurrent". 
 
Senegalese author Pape Samba Diouf (2018) also proposed 
a carpooling typology, based on a study conducted in the 
Dakar region. He identified four types of carpooling: 
occasional carpooling, professional carpooling, carpooling 
between friends and family carpooling. 
 
In another study conducted in Côte d'Ivoire, Yapo Akré 
Narcisse et al. (2019) identified three types of carpooling: 
professional carpooling, occasional carpooling and family 
carpooling. A study conducted by researchers Siby et al. 
(2019) on carpooling in Côte d'Ivoire identified four types 
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of carpooling, namely planned carpooling, spontaneous 
carpooling, family carpooling and professional carpooling. 
This study also highlighted the important role of social 
networks in promoting carpooling in West Africa. 
 
Similarly, another study conducted by Njoya et al (2020) 
on urban carpooling in Cameroon identified three types of 
carpooling: informal carpooling, semi-formal carpooling 
and formal carpooling. The authors pointed out that formal 
carpooling is still underdeveloped in Africa due to weak 
regulation and a limited culture of trust. 
 
In addition, a study conducted by Manessi et al (2021) on 
carpooling in Senegal identified two types of carpooling: 
informal carpooling, which is widespread, and formal 
carpooling, which is still underdeveloped. The authors 
pointed out that informal carpooling was generally 
considered less safe and less reliable than formal 
carpooling, but was also more flexible and more accessible 
to people on low incomes. 
 
Based on studies carried out in West African countries, 
these authors have proposed various carpooling typologies. 
Their work shows that carpooling can take different forms 
in this region, depending on local uses and practices. This 
diversity of practices needs to be taken into account to 
develop car-sharing solutions adapted to the region. 
 
However, it is fair to say that some forms of carpooling, 
particularly those involving public transport vehicles, are 
little studied. For example, carpooling in mini-buses called 
"gbaka" in Côte d'Ivoire or "tokpa-tokpa" in Benin or "cars 
rapides" in Senegal, which are very popular in the region, 
has not yet received much attention in the scientific 
literature.  
 
The aim of our work is therefore to shed light on the 
"formal" or "popular" practice of carpooling for intercity 
travel, which involves longer journeys than home-to-work 
trips, and which is still little studied in West Africa. 
 
Analysis of formal and popular carpooling patterns in West 
Africa requires an in-depth study of the characteristics of 
both types of carpooling, as well as the differences between 
urban and rural areas. 
 

- Formal carpooling is generally organized by bus 
operators, who provide mass transport services using 
reservation tickets and sometimes mobile or web 
applications. However, the implementation of these 
platforms in the region remains relatively weak due to 
the lack of infrastructure and the low use of mobile 
technologies. 
 
Formal ridesharing, which involves the use of online 
platforms to connect drivers and passengers, is a more 
organized form of carpooling than popular ridesharing. 
Studies suggest that formal ridesharing in West Africa 
is still at an embryonic stage, with relatively low user 
adoption and a limited range of services on offer. 
According to Ogunleye and Oluwaseun (2018), formal 
ridesharing users in West Africa are often young urban 
professionals with medium to high income levels. They 

are looking for efficient, safe and affordable ways to get 
around the region's often congested cities. Drivers are 
often car owners looking to make their vehicles 
profitable by sharing travel costs with passengers. 
The authors also point out that formal car-sharing in 
West Africa faces challenges such as trust and security. 
Users are often reluctant to use these platforms due to 
perceived risks related to the safety and reliability of 
drivers and passengers. The authors suggest that 
solutions such as background checks, driver and 
passenger insurance, and the use of rating and feedback 
mechanisms to evaluate users could help boost trust and 
safety on these platforms. 
 
Another study by Ake and Soppe (2019) examined the 
factors influencing the adoption of formal ridesharing in 
Côte d'Ivoire. The results showed that users were 
motivated by factors such as reduced travel costs, 
improved service quality and contribution to the 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. However, the 
authors also pointed out that barriers such as low 
awareness and unfamiliarity with ride-sharing 
platforms, as well as mistrust of drivers and passengers, 
limit the uptake of formal ride-sharing in Côte d'Ivoire. 
 
- In contrast, popular carpooling is much more 
widespread in West Africa and occurs mainly through 
social networks (Facebook or Whatsapp groups) and 
community groups. This type of carpooling is 
particularly popular in peri-urban or rural areas, where 
people share journeys for reasons of convenience and 
cost. Informal" transport can be seen as a form of 
spontaneous popular car-sharing organization. This 
practice constitutes a form of detour from the use of 
formal platforms dedicated to carpooling.  

 
Popular carpooling in West Africa is practiced by a wide 
variety of people, ranging from students and workers to 
shopkeepers and craftsmen. However, some studies 
have shown that young people are more inclined to use 
this method of transport due to their flexibility and 
increased mobility (Kangni, 2016). 

 
Popular carpooling often occurs within informal social 
networks such as friends, family, work colleagues or 
neighbors, rather than on online carpooling platforms 
(Tchung-Ming, 2017). Drivers and passengers get in 
touch through these social networks to arrange trips. 
Payment is generally informal and can be negotiated 
between the parties. 

 
It should also be noted that popular ride-sharing can vary 
according to geographical and socio-economic contexts. 
For example, in rural areas, popular carpooling is often 
used for shorter trips, such as to local markets or 
ceremonies, while in urban areas it is more often used 
for commuting (Tchung-Ming, 2017). 

 
According to a study conducted by Ameyaw et al. 
(2020) on popular carpooling in West Africa, trust 
between users is a key factor in the decision to 
participate in this type of carpooling. The results also 
showed that safety was a major concern for popular 
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ridesharing users. Considering that trust is a determining 
factor in carpooling, it does not seem to impose itself on 
users of spontaneous popular transport (tokpa-tokpa or 
Gbaka cab) for their travel. This may be due to financial 
constraints or social habits, despite regular reports of 
kidnapping and road insecurity. The authors also 
emphasized the importance of effective communication 
and transparency in building relationships of trust 
between users. 

 
Another study by Adedoja et al (2018) on urban 
carpooling in West Africa revealed that users' 
socioeconomic characteristics have a significant impact 
on mode choice. The authors also noted that carpooling 
users had different motivations, ranging from economic 
reasons to seeking companionship during journeys.  
 

However, despite the popularity of carpooling in the 
region, challenges remain. These include a lack of trust 
between users, difficulty in finding reliable car-sharing 
partners, and insufficient regulation of this type of car-
sharing. These challenges are of particular concern in urban 
areas, where traffic congestion is a major problem. 
 
In West Africa, studies have been carried out to understand 
the differences between urban and rural car-sharing 
practices. According to the study conducted by Balde et al. 
(2019), carpooling is more common in urban areas than in 
rural areas. The authors pointed out that the reasons for this 
difference are mainly related to transportation constraints, 
such as the availability of public transport in urban areas, 
which are more developed than in rural areas. In addition, 
the culture of sharing is also more prevalent in urban than 
in rural areas. Koukpolou et al (2019) also found that urban 
carpooling was more developed and organized than rural 
carpooling, which was often informal and based on existing 
social networks and communities. In addition, rural 
carpooling can be considered a survival practice, as it is 
often used to transport people and goods in areas where 
public transport services are poorly developed (Koukpolou 
et al., 2019). 
 
According to Seck (2020), this is due to the higher 
population density and more developed transport 
infrastructure in urban areas, making it easier to coordinate 
and organize formal carpooling. However, according to the 
study conducted by Gakpa et al. (2018), carpooling is also 
present in rural areas, but it is mainly popular and 
organized on the basis of social and family relationships. 
The authors pointed out that this practice is more common 
for long-distance travel, particularly for social events such 
as weddings and funerals. It is also more common among 
women than men. 
 
It is therefore important to take into account the differences 
between urban and rural carpooling practices when 
developing effective transportation policies in the region. 
Governments and transport organizations should work 
together to develop effective public transport solutions in 
rural areas, while supporting popular car-sharing practices 
that are already in place. 
 

Analysis of formal and popular ridesharing models in West 
Africa revealed significant differences between the two, as 
well as differences between urban and rural areas. 
Although popular ridesharing is more widespread in the 
region, it still faces significant challenges that need to be 
addressed to enable its development and effective 
regulation. Formal ridesharing in West Africa is still 
largely underdeveloped, but it appears to be an attractive 
solution for young urban professionals looking to get 
around the region's congested cities efficiently. Challenges 
such as trust and security can be overcome through user 
verification and rating mechanisms, but increased 
awareness and improved notoriety of ride-sharing 
platforms are also needed to boost uptake of this form of 
alternative transport. 

3 Difficulties encountered by users and 
car-sharing platforms in West Africa 

Carpooling platforms in West Africa are experiencing 
significant growth, but they face numerous challenges in 
terms of trust, security, and regulations. There is a variety 
of carpooling platforms in West Africa, including: 

• Gozem: an on-demand mobile taxi application based 
in Togo, which offers taxi, moto-taxi, and delivery 
services. We can also mention Yango, Bolt, Uber, and 
Heetch, all of which also claim to be carpooling 
platforms. 
• RMobility: a multimodal carpooling platform in Benin 
and Togo. It brings together motorcycles, intercity taxis, 
bus companies, and private vehicles to provide urban, 
peri-urban, and intercity trips. 
• DigiTrans and Wabehi: carpooling and taxi platforms 
based in Côte d'Ivoire. 
• Jekalo: a Nigerian carpooling platform that allows 
users to share car rides within cities or for long intercity 
trips. 
• Yobbalema: a Senegalese carpooling platform that 
connects drivers with passengers to share travel 
expenses. 
• PipPipYalah: a Moroccan carpooling platform that 
offers car and motorcycle rides, mainly in the cities of 
Casablanca and Rabat. 
 
These platforms can be categorized based on their 
business model, operations, and geographical scope as 
detailed in the following table. 
 
Table 1: Car-sharing platform categorization 
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Car-sharing in West Africa faces many challenges related 
to safety, trust and regulation. These challenges can be 
linked to perceived security risks by users, lack of adequate 
regulation and local culture. 
 
Safety risks can include cases of violence, assault, theft, 
misconduct and fraud by drivers or passengers. Indeed, 
some passengers may not be honest about their intentions 
or identity, which can pose a threat to driver safety. Drivers 
may also face the risk of theft or misconduct by passengers. 
 
According to a study conducted by Oshodi and Ayo-Bello 
in 2017, ridesharing users in West Africa have a mixed 
perception of the security of ridesharing platforms. 
Similarly, according to a study conducted by Zabré et al. in 
2020 in Burkina Faso, security risks are considered one of 
the main concerns of ridesharing users. 
 
As far as the regulation of carpooling is concerned, most 
West African countries have not yet developed a specific 
regulatory framework for this activity. In some countries, 
such as Senegal and Burkina Faso, car-sharing is integrated 
into the general transport regulatory framework, but there 
are no specific regulations for this activity. In other 
countries, such as Côte d'Ivoire, carpooling is not yet taken 
into account in transport regulations. For example, Senegal 
adopted a law on carpooling in 2019, which aims to frame 
and regulate the activities of carpooling platforms in the 
country. Here's a summary table on the status of 
ridesharing regulation in each West African country: 
 
 Table 2: Carpooling regulations in each West African country 
 

 

Note that most transport codes in West Africa do not 
contain specific provisions for ridesharing, which can pose 
regulatory and safety challenges for users and ridesharing 
platforms alike. 
 
As for the culture in favor or against carpooling, studies 
have shown that attitudes towards carpooling vary 
according to cultural and socio-economic contexts. In some 
contexts, carpooling is well accepted and practiced, while 
in others it is less so. For example, according to a study 
conducted by Diakité et al. in 2018 in Mali, attitudes 
towards carpooling are very positive, as the practice is seen 
as a way of reducing transport costs and improving 
accessibility to transport services. 
 
The carpooling culture is not yet well developed in most 
West African countries. Carpooling is often seen as an 

activity reserved for friends and family rather than 
strangers. There's also a culture of mistrust towards 
strangers and people who don't belong to the same 
community. This can make it difficult to make connections. 
 
To meet these challenges, users and ride-sharing platforms 
need appropriate training. Users need to be trained in road 
safety, driving standards, car-sharing practices, as well as 
digital security and data privacy. Ridesharing platforms, 
meanwhile, need training in risk management, transport 
regulations and best business practices. 

4 The problem of the unknown in 
carpooling in West Africa 
 

Research methodology in geography involves a 
multidisciplinary approach that combines quantitative and 
qualitative data collection to understand geographical, 
economic, social and environmental issues. As part of the 
study on carpooling in West Africa, a literature review was 
carried out to understand the trends and issues associated with 
carpooling in the region. This stage of the research is crucial 
for identifying gaps in current knowledge on the subject and 
determining future research directions. 
 
As a next step in the research, a survey questionnaire was 
developed to collect quantitative data on carpooling practices 
in the region. Questionnaires were randomly distributed to 
300 people working in public administrations in Cotonou and 
Abomey-Calavi. The sample was selected because of the 
diversity of professional profiles and levels of education in 
these cities. 
 
Finally, a qualitative analysis was carried out to understand 
the particularities of carpooling practices in the region. This 
analysis provided information on the habits and motivations 
of car-sharing users, the difficulties encountered by car-
sharing service providers, and the cultural and socio-
economic factors influencing car-sharing practices. 
 
The data set was analyzed in a rigorous and systematic way, 
using statistical methods and content analysis techniques to 
identify trends and patterns of behavior. The results of this 
research provide a better understanding of car-sharing issues 
in West Africa and will contribute to the development of 
public policies to promote this sustainable transport practice 
in the region. 
 
Safety is a major concern for most respondents, particularly 
in the Benin context. The study reveals that respondents have 
different opinions on carpooling. Participants' responses can 
be grouped into several categories:  
 
Safety, feasibility, dependency, mentality, affinity and cost. 
Participants expressed concern about the safety of carpooling, 
particularly in view of the insecurity in some countries. Some 
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were concerned about the dependency involved, while others 
pointed to problems of mentality and the need to raise 
awareness of the delay. However, affinity was mentioned, 
with participants expressing a preference for traveling with 
colleagues or friends. On the other hand, cost was also 
discussed, with some participants questioning why there 
should be a charge if they were traveling with colleagues. 
 
Extracts from the responses to illustrate the three main groups 
of responses: 

 
Safety : 

• "Carpooling is a good thing but insecurity in 
Benin prevents it, if we can take measures it 
would be interesting" 

• "Men are mean, I'm really afraid to carpool". 
• "Carpooling, if there's security around it, is fine 

but we're in Africa and in Benin in particular it's 
complicated". 
 

Feasability : 
• "It could be interesting but the question of my 

freedom of movement arises". 
• "I could be interested in carpooling, but the time 

constraint bothers me". 
• "I don't want to get involved with strangers". 

 
Dependencies : 

• "It's a good thing, it's economical, it will reduce 
the risk of accidents but the problem is the 
dependency it implies" 

• "It's a good thing, it's economical, it will reduce 
the risk of accidents but the problem is the 
dependence involved" 

• "Carpooling is good, but I think we need to do 
more to raise awareness, especially as the system 
is restrictive, and I often withdraw into myself". 

 
Other concerns were also expressed, including problems of 
mentality and the preference for traveling with colleagues 
or friends. Some participants also stressed the importance 
of raising awareness of the practice. 

Although carpooling has some potential in Benin, there are 
still major obstacles to overcome, particularly in terms of 
safety and attitudes. Promotional and awareness-raising 
measures could help encourage more people to try this 
transport practice. 

Car-sharing is a promising solution for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, road congestion and transport 
costs. In West Africa, where rapidly growing populations 
and cities are contributing to an increase in road traffic, 
car-sharing could help solve these problems. Here are 

some potential solutions to encourage car-sharing in this 
region: 

 

• Awareness campaigns: Awareness campaigns can be 
organized to inform citizens of the importance of 
carpooling and the benefits it offers, such as reduced 
transport costs and a smaller carbon footprint. 

• Car-sharing platforms: Online car-sharing platforms 
can be created to facilitate the matching of drivers and 
passengers who wish to share a journey. These 
platforms can also include features such as rating and 
feedback systems to help build trust between users. 

• Financial incentives: Financial incentives such as 
price reductions or loyalty programs can be offered to 
drivers and passengers to encourage them to use 
carpooling. 

• Car-sharing lanes: Car-sharing lanes can be set up to 
encourage drivers to share their cars, thereby reducing 
the number of cars on the road. 

• Regulations: Governments can introduce policies and 
regulations to encourage car-sharing, such as tax 
breaks for companies that encourage their employees 
to car-share. 

• Integrated public transport: Public transport systems 
can be integrated with car-sharing options to offer 
more efficient and sustainable mobility solutions. 

 
It is important to note that these solutions are not 
exhaustive, and that other options may be considered 
depending on the needs and specificities of each region. 
However, by combining several of these solutions, it is 
possible to create an environment conducive to the 
development of car-sharing in West Africa. This is the case, 
for example, with the RMobility car-sharing platform 
operating in Benin and Togo.  RMobility uses several 
strategies to take account of these West African-specific 
factors in its car-sharing application. 
 
Firstly, the application uses a verification system to 
guarantee security and trust between users. This system 
allows drivers and passengers to verify each other by 
providing information such as their identity, phone number 
and e-mail address. This reinforces security and trust 
between app users. 
 
Secondly, RMobility uses a trip-planning feature to help 
users find reliable car-sharing partners. This feature allows 
users to plan their journey in advance and find people who 
share the same route. Users can also view ratings and 
comments left by other users on their profile, giving them 
an idea of the reliability and safety of their future carpool 
partner. 
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In addition, RMobility uses a mobile payment feature to 
facilitate transactions between drivers and passengers. This 
feature enables users to pay their share of car-sharing costs 
using their cell phone, avoiding the problems associated 
with cash. 
 
RMobility has set up a partnership with NSIA Assurances 
in West Africa. This partnership means that every journey 
made via the app is covered by motor insurance. This 
provides third-party liability cover for all passengers and 
drivers, as well as coverage for property damage and bodily 
injury. This insurance provides added security for app users, 
who can travel with confidence in the knowledge that their 
safety is being taken care of in the event of an incident on 
the road. This coverage is also an important element in 
reassuring potential users and encouraging adoption of the 
ride-sharing app. 
 
Finally, RMobility is committed to offering an 
environmentally-friendly car-sharing service, encouraging 
users to share their journey and thus reduce their carbon 
footprint. This is particularly important in West Africa, 
where transport-related greenhouse gas emissions are 
constantly on the rise. Using these strategies, RMobility 
adapts its car-sharing application to the specificities of West 
Africa, notably by reinforcing security and trust between 
users and making it easier to find reliable car-sharing 
partners. 

5 Discussion on the Transferability of 
the Study 

Carpooling is a booming practice in many countries 
around the world, including West Africa. Benin, located 
in West Africa, is one of the countries where this 
practice is developing. Our study focused on the practice 
of carpooling in Benin and its sociological 
characteristics. However, a question arises as to the 
transferability of the results of this study to the entire 
region. The justification for the transferability of our 
study on carpooling in Benin rests on several factors. 
Firstly, the practice of carpooling in West Africa is a 
rapidly expanding phenomenon, and the socio-
economic characteristics of the region's populations 
share many similarities. In a study of car-sharing in 
West Africa, Owusu et al. (2020) highlighted congestion 
and high transport costs as common challenges in the 
region. For example, mobility constraints linked to the 
lack of reliable public transport and the preference for 
group travel are factors that may encourage the use of 
carpooling in other countries in the region. 

In addition, several studies have shown that the factors 
influencing car-sharing adoption are similar in different 
regions of the world, notably in terms of cost, distance, 
travel time and trust in other users of the car-sharing 
platform. For example, a study conducted in Europe 

showed that the motivations of car-sharing users are 
similar in different countries, even if the socio-economic 
contexts are different (Martin et al., 2016).  

Initiatives to develop carpooling in the region have been 
launched by international organizations such as the 
World Bank and the European Union, showing that the 
subject is of regional interest and that there is a 
willingness to promote the practice in West Africa 
(World Bank, 2018; European Union, 2018). West 
Africa has also set up regional initiatives aimed at 
harmonizing transport policies and improving mobility. 
For example, the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) has adopted the Inter-State 
Road Transport Master Plan to facilitate travel between 
member countries. The work carried out by Adeniji 
(2019) also refers to this common political will to solve 
transport problems in the region and reinforces the 
transferability of our study results. 

6 Conclusion 

Car-sharing is emerging as a promising solution to 
mobility challenges in West Africa. However, it is 
crucial to take into account the cultural and socio-
economic specificities of the region in order to 
understand the obstacles to its development. 
Nevertheless, challenges specific to West Africa must 
also be taken into account, such as issues of security, 
trust and the difficulty of finding reliable car-sharing 
partners. Research has also been undertaken to explore 
these issues, including a study on barriers to carsharing 
adoption in Nigeria (Adesina et al., 2019). Finally, it is 
important to note that formal and popular ridesharing 
initiatives are developing slowly in West Africa, 
highlighting the need for continued efforts to promote 
this transport practice in the region. However, this work 
has identified two new research issues in geography 
related to digital technology, topics that may be of 
interest to the scientific community. Among other 
things, these include questions on: 

The impact of digitization on urban mobility patterns in 
West Africa: This issue will focus on analyzing the 
effects of digitization, including car-sharing, on 
traditional urban mobility patterns. It aims to understand 
how the emergence of new digital platforms influences 
people's travel choices and spatial dynamics in the 
region's cities. The socio-economic implications of the 
digitization of car-sharing in West Africa: This 
problematic will explore the social and economic 
consequences of the increased adoption of digital car-
sharing in the region. It will examine the effects on 
employment, reduced transport costs, income 
distribution, as well as changes in social relations and 
trust between users. Such research would contribute to 
the advancement of knowledge on ridesharing in West 
Africa, and to the formulation of relevant 
recommendations for decision-makers and actors 
involved in the field of mobility. 
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